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Introduction

Rotuma is a small, remote island that is a Fijian dependency and Rotumans are the
indigenous ethnic group from Rotuma Island. Low population has been an on-going issue for
Rotuma since European explorers demolished the Rotuman population with disease in the 1800’s
(Howard & Rensel, 1999). Epidemics continued to plague Rotuma till the early 20" century, then
outmigration became the main source of depopulation (Howard & Rensel, 1999). During this
time, many Rotuman men would leave the island to work as sailors on colonial ships, starting
what would become the long-term trend of outmigration for opportunity. Census reports show a
population boom in the 1920’s till it plateaued in 1996, going from a total population of 2,112 to
9,727; however the total population differs from the on-island population which has slowly
dwindled due to outmigration since 1996 when the on-island population was about 2,500 (1996
Fiji Census, cited by Howard & Rensel, 1999). The off-island Rotuman population has grown
since the 90’s due to the working-aged adults moving for opportunity, leaving a shrinking on-
island population of mostly the young and old (Howard & Rensel, 1999; Titifanue, Varea, Varea,

Kant & Finau, 2018).

By understanding the history of Rotuman population and migration, we can see the how
the trend of outmigration continues today and has expanded far beyond Fiji. A latent
consequence of outmigration is culture/language loss and ethnic dilution; therefore, most
Rotumans live outside of the island in Fiji, Australia and New Zealand with many small
communities in Europe, North America and the Middle East for example. With a dispersed
global population, many Rotumans are disconnected from their home land and have limited

access to other Rotumans and the culture. The limitations of cultural connection have been
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mitigated by the Internet which has allowed Rotumans to reconnect globally via virtual platforms
like Facebook resulting in a digital diaspora. Particularly, this virtual ethnography observes the
Rotumans on Facebook group, analyzing the ways the group facilitates communication, culture
and reconnection. I theorize that Rotumans on Facebook provides the means of limited
participation in the local culture, being the broader Rotuman community in Rotuma and Fiji,
without physically being present in said community. Rotumans on Facebook therefore becomes a
virtual community center for the diaspora to find kinship, share casual conversation, discuss
current events, share art and teach cultural traditions and knowledge to the younger generations.
This study seeks to answer the question, how do online communities like Rotumans on Facebook
allow migrated or disconnected members of a culture to engage with their community and how

does it affect them?

Through my research, multiple trends developed which I have categorized as language,
news, community engagement, arts and reconnection. These categories will be further defined
and explored in the Findings section. Various themes like positive support, language/cultural
revitalization, kinship and reconnection arose which through further analysis, provides support to
the idea that Rotumans on Facebook provides a positive effect on the global community through

facilitating togetherness, belonging and cultural revitlization.

Literature Review

Rotumans are recognized as an indigenous group under Fijian law and Article 21,
“Protection and Enhancement of Fijian and Rotuman Interests” advocates for special rights to
Fijians and Rotumans to succeed (Howard & Rensel, 2012). Such rights include “scholarships,

training privileges”, land ownership and other Government assists for the two indigenous groups
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to accelerate development and opportunity (Howard & Rensel, 2012). Furthering their privileges
in Fiji, Rotumans overrepresent “the professions and higher-salaries occupations” (Howard &
Rensel, 2012). In the article Issues of Concern to Rotumans Abroad: A View from the Rotuma
Website, Howard and Rensel report that “approximately 85 percent of those who identify
themselves as Rotuman or part-Rotuman live overseas”, mostly in Fiji but also in New Zealand,
Australia, North America and Europe (Howard & Rensel, 2012, p. 144). The literature shows
how Rotumans would benefit greatly from emigrating, specifically to Fiji where they receive
privileged opportunity to own land and find gainful employment in high-paying jobs, and such

actions have become the norm for working-aged Rotumans.

Howard and Rensel write “Rotuma’s isolation made it difficult for emigrants to keep in
contact with their home island”, citing “limited literacy” and unreliable transportation (Howard
& Rensel, 2012, p. 146). The authors found in their own research that participants mentioned
older generations failing to share or eliminating Rotuman culture from their lives, severing the
tie for younger generations (Howard & Rensel, 2012). Howard and Rensel report in 2012 that
“more than three-quarters of the Rotuman population in Fiji reside away from Rotuma” and that
“a good many of the younger Rotumans have never been to Rotuma and are less than fluent in
the language™ (2012, p.15). Howard and Rensel note that significant Rotuman communities
would form in New Zealand and Australia, developed “around Rotuman-oriented churches”, but
some Rotumans were unable to form community abroad because their locations were impractical
(Howard & Rensel, 2012, p. 146). The main form of communication with Rotuma was through
unreliable mail service and limited land-line service till the formation of the Rotuman Website
by Dr. Alan Howard himself in 1996. The Rotuman website was the first virtual location for

Rotumans world-wide to connect, however internet access in Rotuma was not established till
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2008 (Howard & Rensel, 2012, p.147). On the website, a message board was created for
“locating friends and relatives, announcing upcoming events, expressing views on various issues,
and engaging in humorous banter”, where messages were “mostly English” with some mixed or
exclusively Rotuman (Howard & Rensel, 2012, p.147). Howard deleted the message board when
it became hijacked by delinquents, used to harm others, replacing it with a forum and bulletin
board which Howard explains there was a need for a virtual community “that requires people to
take responsibility for their actions and opinions” (Howard & Rensel, 2012, p. 147). Howard and
Rensel find that second and third-generation Rotumans enjoy participating online because “the
internet has provided an opportunity to explore their cultural roots in ways denied them by
parents and grandparents who made no effort to transmit Rotuman cultural knowledge” (Howard
& Rensel, 2012, p.150). Titifanue et al. explain that “through social media, Rotumans are able to
harness familial and community networks to stay informed on issues pertaining to Rotuma and to

learn more of their culture” (2018).

In Being Rotuman on the Internet, Howard outlines the many ways Rotumans signal
identification and cultural identity in various ways: using the Rotuman language, expressing
Rotuman humor, referencing or expressing “admiration or nostalgia” for Rotuma, sharing
cravings for Rotuman cuisine, participating in Rotuman events, singing Rotuman songs &
dancing Rotuman dance, “acknowledging connections to Rotuman kin” and expressing pride for
Rotuma and their Rotuman heritage (Howard, 2017, p. 3). But Howard notes that second-
generation migrant children, particularly half-caste children do not speak, read or write the
Rotuman language which is the primary expression of Rotuman identity (2017). Titifanue et. al.
expresses the importance of social media platforms like Facebook for the Rotuman digital

diaspora as it serves to supplement the severed system of passing on indigenous knowledge from
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elders to the young (2018). They go on to explain how Rotumans on Facebook particularly
allowed people from anywhere to keep informed about the Rotuman community and that
Facebook acts as a “digital mamfua”, a digital elder that passes down knowledge via the Internet
rather than the traditional oral system of knowledge we use in Rotuma (Titifanue, 2018, p. 37).
Digital Diaspora, Reinvigorating Indigenous Identity and Online Activism reaffirms the same
identification process as Howard as well as the role of social media in reconnecting heritage

(Titifanue, 2018; Howard, 2017).

Findings

The methods used in this study include one twenty-minute unstructured interview and
participant observation (four sessions going through posts between February and March of
2019). My interviewee (Hanisi) also participated in this study as an informant and translator by
translating posts in Rotuman to English. This is an inductive study, whereby the concepts and
understands are pulled through the analysis rather than determined a priori. Data was collected in
field notes and screen-shots of posts on the Rotumans on Facebook page were saved. Four
overarching themes were created to encompass the various findings: language, news, arts and
reconnection. Language refers to all discourse about the Rotuman language including
advertisements for language classes, expressed interest for learning Rotuman and learning
material for example. News refers to all content regarding current events in the Rotuman
community like political events, rugby scores, recent happenings and boat schedules. Arts
includes all posts regarding any form of art like drawings, wood carvings, poetry, photography,
fashion design, dancing and much more. The last category is reconnection which entails posts

regarding ancestral reconnection. The four themes represent the literal data collected through
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observation such as what participants post about and use Rotumans on Facebook for. Other
underlying themes were discovered through deeper analysis like the overwhelming amounts of
positive support, community engagement, language/cultural revitalization, kinship and the
importance reconnection. These themes are not directly discussed necessarily, rather they are

pulled from the categories, the interactions and the interpretations of the posts.

Analysis of Findings

Language

Language as noted by the literature is a major identifier of Rotuman culture, but through
outmigration and ethnic dilution, there are lower rates of Rotuman language proficiency and
literacy (Howard & Rensel, 2012; Titifanue et al, 2018). This was recognized as a major concern
for the virtual Rotuman community as various efforts have been made and promoted for
Rotuman language education in Fiji, Australia
and New Zealand respectively. Figure 1 is a
video of a Rotuman language and cultural
class in New Zealand where they taught basic
language skills through a course that

participants could sign up for. Within these

language classes, elders and youths come

3 Rotuman Language Classes 2018 - Free, Everyone is

together to teach how to speak, write and read -

Group Community Meeting at 8pm #rotuma

#anguage #taumaka

Rotuman through curriculum created by the
OO0 CEEE > 2° others

community, through song and dance called e = e

taumaka, which is a Figure 1: Rotuman Language Classes, March &, 2019
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traditional Rotuman performance art. Language requires community and therefore it is
significant that there is a collective effort to revitalize the language, especially for migrant
children living outside of Fiji. Other posts were frequently advertising Rotuman language
courses as well as a dedicated Rotuman Language Week in May that coincided with the

Rotuman Independence Day on May 13,

Language is heavily mixed on the Facebook group. Observation found that most posts
were in English, many were mixed Rotuman and English and some were in complete Rotuman.
This finding aligns with Howard’s experience with the Rotuman Website in the 90’s, suggesting
that maybe there is no increase in Rotuman literacy (Howard & Rensel, 2012). However, it is
important to understand how unique and complex the Rotuman language is. Rotuman is tonal
and uses various accents like glottal stops and umlauts which can be difficult to type, but also
due to low literacy, few people know how to apply the accents properly. Therefore, without
proper punctuation and accents, tonal words can be difficult to understand without complete
fluency in the language and proper context. Hanisi explains in his interview that since he speaks,
reads and writes Rotuman, he can understand the improperly spelled/grammatically incorrect
messages, but this would be very difficult for others not as fluent (Personal Communication,
March 24, 2019). He explains that to understand a message without proper punctuation, grammar
and spelling, one must have a strong understanding of the language and heavily rely on the other
words in a sentence to understand (Hanisi, Personal Communication, March 24, 2019). Hanisi
notes that those most likely to be fluent in the language would be the mamfua (elders) or those
who grew up in Rotuma for an extended period of time (Personal Communication, March 24,

2019). Hanisi explained that it is mostly the “younger generation” that he finds uses Facebook
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(Personal Communication,

Moaia E mauri gou alalum gou insa te gou inea ABC
March 24 2019) In Figure 2 gouinea2 510 S UM | SUMI. HAHA MISSING YOU. FQIEKSIA na
’ ’ > molu keleag lelei pau. Haha hanisiof

. Like - Reply - 2w O
an exchange occurs in mostly

Moj pau, ‘Is’ ua'ua'ak se iris atakoa ne re rak vah

Rotuman with some English 'e’ 0s 'atmota...." Oris rak'ak te ma mua'ak te ta rese 'is' e terani te i.
Alalum’ os hunue ta Rotu Ma ma "on famori.
O

but some words in Rotuman are £l By - Boe Franssalinn. - 2w

Figure 2 Example of Mixed Language and Rotuman Accents
often spelled a variety of
accepted ways. The word “foieskia” means thank-you however it is correctly spelled "fai ‘dksia”
with a lower umlaut, a glottal stop and a diaeresis which you will rarely find included due to
keyboard limitations and literary skill. Generally, as represented in Figure 2, most people will
apply the glottal stop (represented by an apostrophe) in their writing as it is vital for
distinguishing words, but the umlauts and diareses are often omitted. Beyond this, when
participants write in Rotuman, it closes off the potential participation of those not literate to join
the conversation. I theorize that these issues become a large barrier for those who speak Rotuman
to also type it and particularly for those who like myself, are only partially capable of reading
and writing Rotuman. Overall, it is very encouraging to see the passion and effort to revitalize

the language as it was added to UNESCO'’s list of endangered languages which sparked a sense

of urgency and importance in the global Rotuman community (Titifanue et al. 2018).

There was a significant presence of news on Rotumans on Facebook, with posts
regarding the recent Christchurch terrorist attack, a beloved Colonel’s death & funeral and the

presidential tour of Rotuma by H.E Jioji Konrote, the President of the Republic of Fiji who is a
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-
h &

Bhared a post

b

[ il TS
WY © Admin - darch 18 at 12:40.AM

Rotuma native. Regarding the Christchurch event,
the community shared their condolences and
sadness over the tragic attack (See Figure 3).
Participants shared the news because the
Christchurch Rotuman community was involved
with planting flowers and providing solidarity to
the victims while the global Rotuman community
mourned with them. In this, Rotumans on Facebook
created a place for Rotumans to express feelings of

events not directly relating to Rotumans and show

icaia RIP hanisiof
how they can be involved. P

SRR e alz0 remeber those Christians that are shot in the
Philippines in retaliation to whai happened in N2
. . . . Lise - Feply 1w
Similarily, a Colonel’s funeral was live-
[ Crnam i ains iaavwmn e ve e AN YOU SUggesting that this
ned in the last four days as a result of the

streamed via the Fiji Sun for all to watch and this Like - Rty o
RIF haniic!
.. Lo - Ry - T o
was shared to Rotumans on Facebook. In a similar
. -:ms: Retuman, Commundy ne Auck ’.“"’3-
concept, this allowed for members to mourn O i ey o e
brothers. and sigters
_: Saply :.\l o
together regardless of their physical location. One -

Figure 3 Rotuman Support for Christchurch’s
participant commented “we’re so blessed to be able ~ Muslim Community

to watch this live...”, expressing her gatitude to be present for an important event through
Facebook. There was significant coverage of the colonel’s death and the funeral with all
participants showing love, condolenses and respect, often sharing testimony of his character or a

personal story about him.
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Regarding H.E President Konrote’s tour .

Mo Fijan will ba befl behind soci-economically but
Ratumans iving in Rotuma a being left behind. Tha fact thal Rotuma
. does nat have a relable large ensugh shipping service, leaves the
of Rotuma, multlple updates were shared to the Rotuma inhabitants and community lagging behind in every way
Rotumans are unable to secure and malntain, at any point of time
Two months supply of essential food, health sanitation items and
ensrgy (transportation fuel) All dus to the very fact that the Gov't is

page every day regarding the on-goings on the unable to firmly provide 8 goad shipping sarica to the siand. The
currgnt Govt vessel senvicing Rotuma is 1o small 1o take all the
Isdands food and energy nesds
1 1 1Q1 It is an lssue the Govit must address, a befler lssue for the Leadar of
tour Wthh lncluded avisitto the mamfua’ Cpposition to take on to Parlamentary for debate. The Gov't Officals

responsible for tranzsport and logistics to the outer islands are
. . slaaping on the job
visiting the 2 primary and 1 secondary school Even i the vessel height s increased 1o cover its operational cost
Roturmans and the shap owniers will still B the vessel with carge
The inhabitants of Rotuma are flushad with meney but are unable to
fully wiilise it 12 fulfill their needs

on the island and VISItng the chiefs council It is wary sasy for thosa of us thai live abroad to say, our peapla
should just [ve off the land and eat fish. it is a very selish and cusl
Vi,

among other activities. The president, like the :::;:E:;"::L ::Eﬂ;:ﬂﬂ;:ﬂ:;ﬁ‘ iemaren i sxne

communication services as those ving In Wil Levu
. . . The ofher facts are, the Rotuma indigencus inhabitants are called
colonel, 1S hlghly reSpeCted and liked on Rotumans and nat Fiians. It is cleardy stated in the Rotuma Act
Therefore the Rotumans abroad thal are labsled as Figans need to
et and try and fill the gap 3o that the indigencus Relumans in
.. Rotuma are nat left behind
Rotumans on Facebook. One partICIpant pOSted Fact, telacommunication on the Northem Eastem to South Eastem
portion of the Island ks dead and dusted
O:

a long criticism of the president and the current e e

T Developmeants are good but maintaining and achieving
its targets bong term are still a concemn. Rotumans will always be

infrastructure Of ROtuma Wthh receiVCd Rotumans unless somaone changes the name of the island. its
cultura/tradition and the Fotuma Acts to reflect What's next we wait
and 500

positive feedback and praise from the Uke - Reply - 2w o

. qa Kudos to our kainaga who remained to look after
thi famify plol, famm, fish and maintain the hanual

Kudos to the civil servants who ventured forth to make a
differencel .. See Moe

community seen in Figure 4. This came as a

surprise as political commentary on Facebook Like - Repy - 2w 02+
typically becomes hateful. I was pleasantly - Lke Regy 2w

. . Figure 4 Political Criticism
surprised to see how respectful and constructive

this exchange was. This reflects the underlying theme of positive support which reoccured

throughout my fieldwork.

As so many Rotumans live outside of Rotuma, the activity regarding news showed the
interconnectedness of the Rotuman digital diaspora. Rotumans regardless of their location are
positively involved and connected to the lives and events of Rotumans world-wide. Aligning
with Howard’s experience with Rotumans and the Internet, the broader community is still very

involved and concerned with the current events of Fiji and Rotuma, as supported through my
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research. This reflects the yearn to be connected and updated with the local Rotuman community

by those living abroad.

Arts . —_—

March 20 at 11:24 PM

Noa'ia 'e mauri, rak’akiof se te’ ne hensasiag 'atakoa Tofua la tog'ak hete'
Tofua hete' $250. Ma nono ka pa ‘es ma figalelei ma piligam se nampa te’ 1

1 1 P 3| i
Rotuman culture, like many other Polynesian 7 oy s A

that there's a tofua 5250 and if you want please do call the number above or ‘
email me. It's a brand new one which send from Rotuma

cultures, are artistic in a variety of ways grounded in
traditional practice. Rotuman communities typically
perform a tautoga, a set of traditional dance and
chants which is performed for special occasions like
weddings and celebrations. Although I did not see

any of this during my observation, this is due to the

timing of my fieldwork. Had observation taken place i £ st # S

. EEENoow o ma se tofua sa’ a'lelei he ma famér inea sa' te po

in December (Christmas) or May (Rotuma Day), T D

Lixe - Reply - See Translation - 5d

. — Hi its beautiful - measurements plse

there would be endless content of tautoga. From my Figure 5 Tofua For Sale

observation, arts like poetry, photography, drawing, fashion, traditional weaving and song were

common. Figure 5 shows a participant selling a tofua, a hand-woven, fine-mat skirt regalia.

ey TGN * | Many comments regarded how

Facebook
W New Member - 18 hrs - @

Revamped an ok work. beautiful it was and others were
interestred in purchasing. Figure 6
Q0w 62 5 Comments 2 Shares

oYy Like (D) Comment £ Share
. -hat‘s lovely.

Like - Reply - 11h

shows a new member of the group

sharing their Rotuman inspired artwork.

o220 Stunning!

Like - Reply - 11h

@ == ... . This participant shared many different
Like - Reply - 10h

@ - 0 drawings over the course of
Like - Reply - 6h

-

Figure 6 Rotuman Inspired Artwork
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observation, with much appreciation and support by the community. Other significant posts
about art included promotion for a Rotuman Dance show in Australia and weekly devotion music
of bible prayers in Rotuman. Music crosses into language as many Rotumans learn to read and
speak through learning Rotuman songs. Members would use the platform to advertise and sell
their art to others, typically in Rotuman and Fiji. Things like clothing, food and hand-woven
pieces are often listed for sale and commenters will show interest, inquire about price or simply
share their admiration of the work.

Reconnection

ROTUMANS - Cawaci [Catholic] (IS 1950°s Shared Here
March 17ih 2018

Reconnecting to the culture is the most
facinating aspect of this study. Similar to the
findings of Howard in 2017, my observations found
significance in participants posting to reestablish

severed ties to their Rotuman heritage. Figure 7

- Y ioa'ia e mauri...yes she was my father's

shows a photo of children and nuns in Rotuma from G I~ e ormnage . aher both maparents
mom @Il dadiiil@passed on after his birth
Like - Reply - 1y - Edited

the 1950’s. A participant, Green, comments on the @ S 11 s o very pleasani surpiise for me _to

know you . | migrated to the US end of 1969 and since then
have lost track of some of the families from juju and Toakei

Like - Reply - 1y :

photo establishing his kinship to those in the photo = I AT

dad and siblings. Your sister (IR son, @ married my

:n:l:'llsor. Ialem;laughlerm ;:::;;ilkr)‘l.i;ngs came

and he shares his story of migration to the United e o

. O Yazzzzzz lol ma hanis tiuof se asi ma
kaunchoagta

States and how some kinship ties were lost. e

. R So sad after hearing of cuzzin s may
he restin PEACE

Participant Yellow and Purple comment on the photo R O
to give more information, sharing that they are S —

o Figure 7 Exchange Over Family Depicted in
connected to Green and establishing the ancestral Image

line. This is a common occurance on Rotumans on Facebook, however this is more informal as

Green happened to have seen the photo but was not actively looking for reconnection. Figure 8
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represents a call for help from a
participant to connect her family. In
Figure 8, Navy follows the common
way to appeal to the broader community
for reconnection by declaring who they
are, their maternal and paternal surname
and heritage and any other
names/information they have followed
by who they are looking to reconnect to.
In this example, Navy is looking to

connect with the Teal family. Many

participants will comment on these posts

14

February 21

Noa'ia 'e mauri se te' ne kainag Rotuam ‘atakoa.

A Kind request please if anyone related to the following people mentioned
below:

WS - /other: Tongan, Name not known. Father: Scottish, |emts

=

- Scottish then married a Rotuman Lady
(Name not known). Both were buried in Rotuma (Place not known)

* Their daughter is (D (sometimes called (D married a
EEE—
* One of D daughters mamied 2 CEEEED

Please help with any valid information on this matter. Any personal contact
can be made fo address below as I'm helping a friend trace her Rotuman
ancestry.

T
00 12

g Like

View 6 more comments

20 Comments 2 Shares

Q Comment &> Share

I | am a member of the family you are seeking
information of. How can | be of service to you?

Chat (47)
Like - Reply - 4w

Figure 8 Call to Establish Ancestry

either directly as a member of the family or tagging others who are part of the family. In the

example, we see a member of the Teal family commenting to help. Also important to note is the
way Navy addresses the community: “Noa ’ia e mauri se te’ ne kainaga Rotuam ‘atakoa”, this
translates “Hello to the Rotuman relatives” in a broad sense. Participants often refer to almost all
other Rotumans as family or relative in a fictive sense, however because everyone can trace their
ancestry, there truly is a consainguinal kinship tie in most cases even if it is very distant and go
back many generations. Hanisi explains that it is mostly the children of migrated Rotumans who
the culture was not passed down to (also found by Howard, 2017), who are interested in
restablishing anecestral connections as adults. He also notes that reconnection would not be
possible without the mamfua and those born and raised in Rotuma (Personal Communication,

March 24, 2019). Hanisi suggests that ancestral knowledge is directly tied to land distribution
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because each clan has clan land, a hud 'ta (caretaker of the clan land), and the land is shared by
all biological members of the clan (Personal Communication, March 24, 2019). By
understanding the clans, the land each family is connected to and how someone is related to the
clan, Rotumans can establish who a person is. This knowledge would only be known by those
who were born and raised in Rotuma, have strong knowledge of Rotuman culture or has been

passed on the knowledge by a mamfua (Hanisi, Personal Communication, March 24, 2019).

Conclusion

The significance of these findings show the various ways that Rotumans participate in the
physical culture via digital platforms. The Rotuman digital diaspora therefore relies on platforms
like Facebook, in particular Rotumans on Facebook as the means of performing their Rotuman-
ness, finding family and community while also using it as a source of education in things like
arts, language and news. The connection between community, culture and wellbeing is a strong,
dialectic relationship whereby each factor requires and influences the others which can be seen
through this virtual ethnography. Participants join Rotumans on Facebook to find community
which they may be separated from or perhaps they are strongly involved with. The online
Facebook group allows for those living in Rotuman and Fiji to share their thoughts, feelings and
happenings with kainaga (family) around the world, alleviating the isolation of Rotuma. This
study found that there is a strong digital diaspora that is capable of restablishing ancestral
connections through the help of social media and traditional knowledge, perhaps providing a
sense of belonging and community that migrated individuals have been deprived of. Through this
community, Rotumans can share, learn and perform their culture by such actions like signing up

for language lessons, learning Rotuman devotion songs or studying traditional Rotuman art like
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mat weaving. Regardless of Rotuman ancestry, having a sense of belonging and being grounded
in your history and culture will foster a sense of wellbeing. Particularily for those who have been
isolated through migration and ethnic dilution, they are able to participate in a culture and
community regardless of their location by joing Rotumans on Facebook. In a sense, Rotumans on
Facebook becomes a large family in both a fictive and literal sense as well as a community
centre. As noted by Hanisi, it is typically the younger generation of Rotumans who do not speak
Rotuman, live outside of Rotuma and have lost their ancestral ties to Rotuma who comes to
Facebook in search of finding where they belong, who their clan is and where they come from

(Personal Communication, March 24, 2019).
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questions or be to be recorded. You should ask the principal investigators listed above any
questions you may have about this research study. You may ask them questions in the future if
you do not understand something that is being done. The investigators will share with you any
new findings that may develop while you are participating in this study.

This consent form explains the research study you are being asked to join. Please review this
form carefully and ask any questions about the study before you agree to join. You may also ask
questions at any time after joining the study. See below for persons to contact.

Purpose of Research Project: To analyze how participation in online communities has affected
Rotuman culture. I am interested in learning more about how expatriate Rotumans’ experience
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with the culture has changed since engaging with the “Rotumans on Facebook™ group and how
they feel this has changed Rotuman culture.

Procedures: This research will conduct one thirty-minute, unstructured, audio-recorded
interview. The interview will be transcribed and used in a research paper for the completion of
my course ANTH 4500: Culture, Community, and Wellbeing The interview will be conducted
during a mutually agreed upon place (or online platform) and time. The data will be kept for a
period of 13 weeks. Once the course is completed and grades are received, I will destroy the
transcript and any other notes. The final research paper containing anonymized data can be
accessed by contacting Jason Ramsey.

Risks of harm/Discomforts/Inconvenience: The interview is designed to last no more than 30
minutes. Please let the interviewer know if you ever feel uncomfortable or have to cut it short for
any reason. Remember that you are under no obligation to speak with them for a certain amount
of time or at all. .

Benefits [including compensation if any]: There are no anticipated benefits to the participant
for being involved in this study. There are benefits for the researcher as this information will
contribute to the education and training of undergraduate students at Kwantlen Polytechnic
University, and the contribution of further anthropological knowledge on this topic.

Alternatives to Participation for Similar Benefits: There are no alternatives to participation
for similar benefits.

Confidentiality: This study is designed to be as confidential as possible. The interview
transcript will be deleted from all my devices after no more than 60 days and stored in a secure
database at Kwantlen Polytechnic University until May 1, 2019 at which point it too will be
deleted. All recorded information corresponding to you will be immediately destroyed if you
wish to stop participating. No individual names or identifying marks will be recorded. However,
there is the possibility of indirect identification by someone familiar with the details of your
online community — they may know which people participated and be able to identify references
to them. Feel free to ask me about how we will reduce the chances of this happening.

Persons to Contact:

If you want to talk to anyone about this research study because you think you have not been
treated fairly or think you have been hurt by joining the study, or you have any other questions
about the study, you should call the principal investigator, Dr. Jason Ramsey at 778 938 9511) or
call the Kwantlen Office of Research and Scholarship at 604-599-2373
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Once you have read this document, or the document has been read and explained to you, and you
have been given the chance to ask any questions, please sign or make your mark below if you
agree to take part in the study.

Print Name of Subject:_Konousi Aisake

%Lné; March 24, 2019

Signature or Mark of Subject or Legally Authorized Date
Representative

%MM/T @7 March 24, 2019
S1gn ture of Person Obtaining Consent Date

Signed copies of this consent form must be 1) retained on file by the principal investigator,
2) given to the subject and 3) placed on file in the Office of Research and Scholarship at
Kwantlen Polytechnic University.



